Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00155 012028Z 

67 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 IO-14 DRC-01 /137W 

085951 

R 01 1350Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WAHDC 3782 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AVCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 2041 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAPE TOWN 0155 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: RHODESIAN FRONT RETAINS SEATS IN BY-ELECTION 

1. GOVERNING RHODESIA FRONT (RF) HAS SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED 
RURAL SIN OI A-UM VUKWES (54 PERCENT OF VOTE) AND URBAN BULAWAYO- 
RAYLTON (66 PCT OF VOTE) /SEATS IN FEBRUARY 28 BY-ELECTIONS. 
RHODESIA PARTY (RP) FINISHED SECOND IN BOTH CONTESTS, POLLING 

31 PCT IN RAYLTON AND 24 PCT IN SINOIA. RIGHT-WING CANDIDATE 
LEN IDENSHOHN. WHO LOST HIS DEPOSIT WHEN HE CONTESTED VICTORIA 
BY-ELECTION LAST MAY, WON SURPRISING 19 PCT (199 VOTES) OF 
VOTE IN SINOIA. MULTI-RACIAL CENTER PARTY FINISHED DISTANT 
LAST IN BOTH CONSTITUENCIES. 

2. COMMENT: RF GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH STILL 
SEEMS TO HAVE FIRM SUPPORT OF RHODESIAN ELECTORATE. DURING 
CAMPAIGN RP SEVERELY CRITICIZED GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING OF 
WORSENING GUERRILLA PROBLEM BUT PROBABLY LOST VOTES IN 
WAKE OF RP LEADER ALLAN SAVORY'S SUGGESTION LAST WEEK THAT, 
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PROVIDED VIOLENCE STOPPED, ZANU AND ZAPU LEADERS BD 
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INVITED TO AT, I .-PARTY CONFERENCE ON RHODESIA'S FUTURE. 
HURD 
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